
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKET NO.2006-107-WS- ORDERNO. 2006-339

JUNE8, 2006

Applicationof UnitedUtility Companies,Inc. )
for Adjustmentof RatesandChargesand )
Modification to CertainTermsandConditions )
for theProvisionof WaterandSewerService. )

ORDERGRANTING
REQUESTSFORLOCAL
PUBLICHEARINGS

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

(Commission)on the requestsfor local public hearingsto be scheduledin the present

docket.On April 10,2006,UnitedUtility Companies,Inc. (UUCI or the Company)filed

anApplicationwith the Commissionrequestingapprovalof anew scheduleof ratesand

chargesandmodificationsto terms andconditionsfor the Company'swaterand sewer

servicesprovided to UUCI's customersin SouthCarolina.Following public notice of

UUCI's Application, a requestfrom a SpartanburgCountyresidentwasreceivedby the

CommissiononMay 16,2006,askingthatahearingbescheduledwith respectto UUCI's

Application, and specifically requestingthat this local public hearing be held in

SpartanburgCounty,SouthCarolina. A requestwasreceivedfrom a CherokeeCounty

residentonMay 22,2006,requestingthata hearingbescheduledwith respectto UUCI's

Application, specifically requestingthat this local public heatingbe held in Cherokee

County,SouthCarolina.Lastly,on May 23, 2006,arequestwasreceivedfrom anUnion
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County resident requesting that a hearing be scheduled with respect to UUCI's

Application in Union County, South Carolina.

Upon consideration of the requests, the Commission finds that local public

hearings in this docket should be scheduled and held in the evening in Spartanburg,

Cherokee, and Union Counties, South Carolina. These hearings shall be scheduled in

addition to the public hearing set to begin Monday, August 28, 2006, at 10:30 a.m. in the

Commission's hearing room, Synergy Business Park, 101 Executive Center Drive,

Columbia, South Carolina. Local :public hearings will allow interested customers of

UUCI who cannot attend the hearing in Columbia to appear and present testimony and

evidence relevant to UUCI's Application. The hearings are being scheduled to provide a

local forum and convenient time for customers of UUCI and other interested persons not

already parties to the proceeding. Parties of record in this docket who have filed Petitions

to Intervene and who seek to cross-examine witnesses of UUCI will present their

testimony and exhibits at the public hearing on August 28, 2006. Further, UUCI will

present the Company's witnesses, testimony, and exhibits at the hearing to be held before

the Commission in Columbia, South Carolina.

Upon consideration of the requests for local public hearings in Spartanburg,

Cherokee and Union Counties, South Carolina, the Commission makes the following

findings:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. A hearing on UUCI's request for an adjustment in rates and charges and

modifications to certain terms and conditions for the provision of water and sewer service
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is scheduledto be held in the Commission'sheating room locatedat 101 Executive

CenterDrive, Columbia,SouthCarolina,andto beginon Monday, August28, 2006,at

10:30a.m.

2.

3.

TheCompanyservescustomersin certainareaslocatedin SouthCarolina.

Local public hearingson the Application to be held in the eveningin

SpartanburgCounty,CherokeeCounty,andUnion County,SouthCarolinawill provide

convenient forums for the customersof UUCI to present evidence related to the

Applicationto theCommission.

BasedupontheaboveFindingsof Fact,theCommissionconcludesasfollows:

CONCLUSIONS

1. The Commissionconcludesthat local public hearingsheld in the evening

in SpartanburgCounty, SouthCarolina, CherokeeCounty, SouthCarolina and Union

County,SouthCarolinawill servethepublic interestby providing customersaffectedby

therateApplicationaconvenientforumin termsof locationandtime to appearbeforethe

Commissionto presentevidencerelatedto thependingratecaseApplication.

IT ISTHEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. A localpublichearingin thependingratecaseApplicationfiled by United

Companies,Inc. shall be held in the evening in SpartanburgCounty, SouthUtility

Carolina.

2. A local public hearing in the pending rate case Application filed by United

Utility Companies, Inc. shall be held in the evening in Cherokee County, South Carolina.
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3. A localpublicheatingin thependingratecaseApplicationfiled by United

Utility Companies,Inc. shallbeheld in theeveningin Union County,SouthCarolina.

4. The CommissionStaff is directedto find suitablelocationsanddatesfor

the local public hearingsand shall providenotice of the hearingsto the partiesin this

docketandto thecustomersaffectedby theApplication.

5. This Ordershall remainin full force and effectuntil further Orderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

G. O'Neal Hamilton,Vice Chai_"_

(SEAL)

RandyMit[hell, q2hairman


